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Instructions for authors
Focus and Scope
Journal of Rare Cardiovascular Diseases (JRCD) is an international, quarterly issued, peerreviewed, open access, online journal that keeps cardiologists and non-cardiologists up-to-date with
rare disorders of the heart and vessels.
The Journal publishes fine quality review articles, original, basic and clinical sciences research
papers, either positive or negative, case reports and articles on public health issues in the field of
rare cardiovascular diseases and orphan cardiovascular drugs.
Topics of interest include, but are not limited to the following areas:
(1) rare diseases of systemic circulation
(2) rare diseases of pulmonary circulation
(3) rare diseases of the heart (cardiomyopathies)
(4) rare congenital cardiovascular diseases
(5) rare arrhythmias
(6) cardiac tumors and cardiovascular diseases in malignancy
(7) cardiovascular diseases in pregnancy
(8) basic science
Journal of Rare Cardiovascular Diseases follows the International Committee of Medical Journal
Editors (ICMJE) Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of
Scholarly Work in Medical Journals. JRCD respects publication ethics as set out by the Committee
on Publication Ethics (COPE).
Submission of a manuscript to the Journal of Rare Cardiovascular Diseases implies that all authors
have read and agreed to its content and that the manuscript conforms to the journal’s policies.
JRCD accepts submissions from all international regions.
The Journal will consider for publication articles written in British English.
Types of paper
The following types of papers will be considered for publication in JRCD:
Original articles: word limit 4000 words, 40 references, no more than 6 figures/tables
Review paper: word limit 5000 words, 50 references, no more than 5 figures/tables
Case Report: word limit 3500 words, 30 references, no more than 5 figures/tables.
Editorial: word limit 2000 words, 20 references
Report: word limit 2000 words, no more than 10 figures/tables.
The type of paper should be indicated on the title page
Manuscript submission
Submission of a manuscript implies: that the work described has not been published before; that it is
not under consideration for publication anywhere else; that its publication has been approved by all
co-authors, if any, as well as by the responsible authorities – tacitly or explicitly – at the institute
where the work has been carried out. The publisher will not be held legally responsible should there
be any claims for compensation.
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Permissions
Authors wishing to include figures, tables, or text passages that have already been published
elsewhere are required to obtain permission from the copyright owner(s) and to include evidence
that such permission has been granted when submitting their papers. Any material received without
such evidence will be assumed to originate from the authors.
Online Submission
All articles must be submitted using an electronic submission system at www.jrcd.eu.
Standards of Reporting
Journal of Rare Cardiovascular Diseases advocates complete and transparent reporting of
biomedical and biological research. Authors are recommended to adhere to the EQUATOR Network
when preparing their manuscript.
Title page
The title page should include:
Type of paper
The name(s) of the author(s)
A concise and informative title
The affiliation(s) and address(es) of the author(s)
The e-mail address, telephone and fax numbers of the corresponding author
Conflict of interest
Authors are responsible for disclosing all financial and personal relationships that might bias or be
seen to bias their work. The ICMJE has developed a Form for Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest to
facilitate and standardize authors’ disclosures, which should be attached to the submission
documents.
If there is no potential conflict of interest, please include on the title page a notice ‘Conflict of
interest: none declared’.
Abstract
Please provide an abstract of 150 to 250 words. The abstract should not contain any undefined
abbreviations or unspecified references.
Keywords
Please provide 4 to 6 keywords which can be used for indexing purposes.
Text
Text Formatting
Manuscripts should be submitted in Word.
Use a normal, plain font (e.g., 12-point Times Roman) for text.
Use italics for emphasis.
Use the automatic page numbering function to number the pages.
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Do not use field functions.
Use tab stops or other commands for indents, not the space bar.
Use the table function, not spreadsheets, to make tables.
Use the equation editor or MathType for equations.
Save your file in doc format. Do not submit docx files.
Headings
Please use no more than three levels of displayed headings.
Original article should consists of the following sections: Background, Methods, Results,
Discussion, Conclusions, References
Case reports should include the following headings: Background, Case presentation, Review of
literature, Patient management and follow-up, References
Abbreviations
Abbreviations should be defined at first mention and used consistently thereafter.
Footnotes
Footnotes can be used to give additional information, which may include the citation of a reference
included in the reference list. They should not consist solely of a reference citation, and they should
never include the bibliographic details of a reference. They should also not contain any figures or
tables.
Footnotes to the text are numbered consecutively; those to tables should be indicated by superscript
lower-case letters (or asterisks for significance values and other statistical data). Footnotes to the
title or the authors of the article are not given reference symbols.
Acknowledgments
Acknowledgments of people, grants, funds, etc. should be placed in a separate section before the
reference list. The names of funding organizations should be written in full.
Scientific style Please always use internationally accepted signs and symbols for units (SI units).
Generic names of drugs are preferred; if trade names are used, the generic name should be given at
first mention.
References
Reference citations in the text should be identified by numbers in square brackets [ ].
The list of references should only include works that are cited in the text and that have been
published or accepted for publication. Personal communications and unpublished works should only
be mentioned in the text. Do not use footnotes or endnotes as a substitute for a reference list. The
entries in the list should be numbered consecutively. The example:
Nowacka M, Kopec G, Stepniewski J, et al. Nitric oxide vs Sildenafil for pulmonary artery
reactivity testing in heart transplantation candidates. J Rare Cardiovasc Dis 2012; 1: 7–9.
Please, list the first three authors and add “et al”.
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Tables
All tables are to be numbered using Arabic numerals.
Tables should always be cited in text in consecutive numerical order.
For each table, please supply a table caption (title) explaining the components of the table.
Identify any previously published material by giving the original source in the form of a reference at
the end of the table caption.
Footnotes to tables should be indicated by superscript lower-case letters and included beneath the
table body.
Artwork / Figure
For the best quality final product, it is highly recommended that you submit all of your artwork –
photographs, line drawings, etc. – in an electronic format (1 to 1, 300 dpi, jpg or tif). Your art will
then be produced to the highest standards with the greatest accuracy to detail. The published work
will directly reflect the quality of the artwork provided.
Supply all figures electronically.
Indicate what graphics program was used to create the artwork.
Figure Numbering
All figures are to be numbered using Arabic numerals.
Figures should always be cited in text in consecutive numerical order.
Figure parts should be denoted by lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.).
Each figure should have a concise caption describing accurately what the figure depicts. Include the
captions in the text file of the manuscript, not in the figure file.
Figure captions begin with the term Figure, followed by the figure number.
No punctuation is to be included after the number, nor is any punctuation to be placed at the end of
the caption.
Identify all elements found in the figure in the figure caption; and use boxes, circles, etc., as
coordinate points in graphs.
Identify previously published material by giving the original source in the form of a reference
citation at the end of the figure caption.
Permissions
If you include figures that have already been published elsewhere, you must obtain permission from
the copyright owner(s) for both the print and online format. Please be aware that some publishers do
not grant electronic rights for free and that Publisher will not be able to refund any costs that may
have occurred to receive these permissions. In such cases, material from other sources should be
used.
Electronic Supplementary Material
We accept electronic multimedia files (animations, movies, audio, etc.) and other supplementary
files to be published online. This feature can add dimension to the author's article.
Supply all supplementary material in standard file formats.
Please include in each file the following information: article title, journal name, author names;
affiliation and e-mail address of the corresponding author.
To accommodate user downloads, please keep in mind that larger-sized files may require very long
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download times and that some users may experience other problems during downloading.
For each supplementary material, please supply a concise caption describing the content of the file.
Editorial and Peer Review Processes
All submissions to the Journal are initially reviewed by editor and section editors. At this stage
manuscripts may be rejected without peer review, if they fail to meet submission requirements or
are otherwise inappropriate. Some manuscripts may be returned to authors for revision and
resubmission prior to peer review process.
Submissions, that are not rejected at the first stage, are sent for peer review by at least two
appropriate, independent referees. A blinded peer review process is conducted, in which the
reviewers' names are routinely withheld from the author unless a reviewer requests a preference for
his or her identity to be revealed.
If modifications to the manuscript are requested during the editorial and peer review process, the
corresponding author should send to the online submission system the revised manuscript under two
separate files - one file containing the revised clean version and another containing both a letter
with point-by-point responses to the reviewers’ comments and the revised version with corrections
highlighted.
Correction of proofs should be limited to typographical errors. Substantial changes in content
(changes of title and authorship, new results and corrected values, changes in figures and tables) are
subject to editorial review. Changes that do not conform to the journal’s style are not accepted.
Corrected proofs must be sent back within 3 working days to the online submission system.
Ethical standards
All research must have been carried out within an appropriate ethical framework.
Plagiarism, duplicate submission, data fabrication or falsification are serious acts of misconduct.
When scientific misconduct is alleged, or concerns are otherwise raised about the conduct or
integrity of work described in submitted or published papers, appropriate procedures detailed by the
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) will be initiated.
Material (such as illustrations) taken from other publications must be accompanied by the
publisher’s permission with a notice ‘Reproduced with permission of …’.
Statement on Human Rights
Research involving human subjects, human material, or human data, must have been performed in
accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki and must have been approved by an appropriate ethics
committee. A statement detailing this, including the name of the ethics committee and the reference
number where appropriate, must appear in all manuscripts reporting such research. If a study has
been granted an exemption from requiring ethics approval, this should also be detailed in the
manuscript (including the name of the ethics committee that granted the exemption). Further
information and documentation to support this should be made available to the Editor on request.
Statement of Informed Consent
For all research involving human subjects, informed consent to participate in the study should be
obtained from participants (or their parent or guardian in the case of children under 16) and a
statement to this effect should appear in the manuscript.
Statement of Informed Consent for publication of individual patient data
For all manuscripts that include details, images, videos or other identifying characteristics relating
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to individual participants, written informed consent for the publication of these should be obtained
from the participants (or their parent or legal guardian in the case of children under 16) and a
statement to this effect should appear in the manuscript. In cases where images or other materials
containing participant’s characteristics are entirely unidentifiable and there are no details on
individuals reported within the manuscript, consent for publication of these materials may not be
required. The final decision on whether consent to publish is required lies with the Editor.
Statement on Animal Rights
Experimental research on vertebrates or any regulated invertebrates must comply with institutional,
national, or international guidelines, and where available should have been approved by an
appropriate ethics committee. The Basel Declaration outlines fundamental principles to adhere to
when conducting research in animals and the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science
(ICLAS) has also published ethical guidelines.
A statement detailing compliance with relevant guidelines Directive 2010/63/EU) and/or ethical
approval (including the name of the ethics committee and the reference number where appropriate)
must be included in the manuscript. If a study has been granted an exemption from requiring ethics
approval, this should also be detailed in the manuscript (including the name of the ethics committee
that granted the exemption and the reasons for the exemption).
Authorship
We advise to follow the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE)
Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of Scholarly Work in
Medical Journals in identifying authors of the manuscript. To qualify as an author one should have
(all 4 required):
1. made substantial contributions to conception and design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and
interpretation of data;
2. been involved in drafting the manuscript or revising it critically for important intellectual content;
3. given final approval of the version to be published. Each author should have participated
sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for appropriate portions of the content;
4. agreed to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the
accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.
All contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be listed in an
‘Acknowledgements’ section.
Copyright transfer
The Publisher, SoftQ sp. z o.o., is the owner of all copyright to any work published by the Journal.
The corresponding author will be asked to submit a signed copy of the Copyright Assignment form
on the submission process. Copyrighted material should not be reproduced in other publications
without written consent of the Publisher. If you are seeking permission to copy, reproduce, or
republish content from the journal, please contact the journal office at softq@softq.pl
(jrcd@jrcd.eu). On general, figures in research papers should be the original figures generated by
the authors. In cases where figures are obtained externally, or where figures have been previously
published elsewhere, written permission for use of such figures should be included with submission.
Disclaimer
Privacy Statement
The names and email addresses entered in this journal site will be used exclusively for the stated
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purposes of this journal and will not be made available for any other purpose or to any other party.
Disclaimer
The authors, editors and publisher will not accept any legal responsibility for any errors or
omissions that may be made in this publication.
The publisher makes no warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein.
The authors implicitly agree to their paper being peer-reviewed. All manuscripts will be reviewed
by Editorial Board members who reserve the right to reject or accept the manuscript without
entering the review process in the case that the topic, the format or ethical aspects are inappropriate
or represent undisputable quality. Once accepted, all manuscripts are subjected to copy editing.
For further information about editorial policies or publication terms please contact the Editorial
Office of the Journal of Rare Cardiovascular Diseases, Centre for Rare Cardiovascular Diseases,
John Paul II Hospital in Kraków; 80 Prądnicka Str., 31-202 Kraków, Poland; Phone: +48 (12) 614
33 99, +48 (12) 614 34 88 Fax: +48 (12) 614 34 88; e-mail: rarediseases@szpitaljp2.krakow.pl;
jrcd@jrcd.eu.
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